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Hello, my name is Debbie Damesworth, and I represent New Hope Center for 
Grief Support located in Downtown Northville.  New Hope serves as a unique 
provider of grief support after the loss of a loved one by serving members of the 
community.  They accomplish this with love, courage, and humility.   

Our organization is based on Christian principals and is open to everyone, 
regardless of their beliefs.  Our vision is to be a bereavement resource center for 
Southeast Michigan that creates a safer community for grieving people by 
providing support, education, community, and practical resources to grieving 
adults, children, youth, and families.  We also give training, education, and 
practical resources to volunteers, community leaders, and organizations that 
serve and interact with grieving people.  Our purpose is to help people process 
their grief in a safe place while staff and volunteers reflect the characteristics of 
Christ through our actions and service. 

I have witnessed the transformation of many others that I have helped through 
the New Hope programs.  It definitely is a place of hope, healings, and new 
beginnings, which is our mission statement. This gifting would be a great help to 
benefit the huge growth in the past year that I have personally seen.   

Let me give you a little personal background.  On August 9th of 2010, my husband 
of 36 years, passed away suddenly from a massive heart attack while out of town 
on a business trip. He was playing tennis with a co-worker in North Carolina. 
Needless to say, my whole life changed in an instant. Then a few weeks later, 
someone who cared who went through the program a year before, took me to 
New Hope’s 8-week workshop, which accommodated about 50 new grievers. That 
was only 5 weeks after my husband has passed on to Heaven.  I was raw, but 
attending this workshop was life changing for me because of the people I met and 
continue to remain friends.  They totally understand all the wrapped-up emotions 
I was feeling and still do today.  I learned that everything I was feeling was 
normal…from the shock to the denial, to the pain, to the guilt, to the anger, to the 
realization, to the new normal. 
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I know my husband will always be with me, and the memories we shared are 
forever etched in my heart. Because of New Hope and trusting God for my 
transformation, I was able to move forward in my life and help others reach this 
valuable growth.  This led me to want to be a facilitator in 2013.  I have seen 
many groups remain friends and become active volunteers in our New Hope 
workshops, seminars, and fundraisers.  That has always been my goal: to bring 
forth these shocked grievers to a level of healing in order for them to help others 
through their healing.  Healing does begin when hope is found. God has instructed 
us to comfort others with the comfort that we received, and New Hope is 
definitely doing that for all who ask for help. 

Since I attended in 2010, our attendance has more than doubled with over 120 
participants in our 2019 spring workshop. Our half-day seminars started with 
about 20 grievers in attendance a few years ago, to now over 180 grievers who 
participated in 2018.  It is amazing to see these younger people who have 
witnessed overdose & suicide come to the realization that this loss was not their 
fault. In the 8-week workshop, I have seen this particular group grow from one 
mixed group to 2 full separate groups of overdose & suicide.  

In 2010, there were about 30 widow/widowers in our Northville on going peer 
support group. Today, there are over 80 participants in that group.  I currently 
facilitate a new 2nd Ongoing peer support group for widows/widowers that began 
in May of 2018 with under 10 in attendance. This year, the week of July 4th, we 
had 36 in attendance. In this one year, I have seen transformations before my 
eyes of these precious ones going from despair to hope, to healing.  I desire to 
help them live a full life by sharing the gifts, skills, and opportunities that I have 
gained and to help them share their stories to help others in their time of need. I 
also help with one to one connections with spouse loss in their early days of grief 
when their emotions are so raw and tender. I am blessed that New Hope 
continues to transform my life and others on a daily basis. 
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New Hope has also helped me see my potential to go forward in life with my 
business. I didn’t want to build this business without my husband because it was 
his dream for our retirement, but through the workshops, I realized that this was 
a gift.  Within 3 years of his passing, our pet products business tripled in size and 
strength. I share this with others who have businesses to encourage them to 
continue the legacy that they have built with their spouse. I don’t promote my 
business at New Hope because I trust God to send me the people in unique ways 
because He knows the love I have for people and their pets. 

Our continued growth at New Hope is staggering, and if we double again next 
year, we will need the funds to accommodate facilities to hold more workshops, 
seminars, peer support groups, family camps, and training volunteers.  Last year, 
over 50% of our revenue came from individual donations and volunteer-led “fun” 
raisers, which is a testament to our passionate and dedicated donor, volunteer, 
and staff base.  

You may be sitting there thinking, “this doesn’t affect me”, but death will knock 
on your door at some point in your life – whether it’s a spouse, a parent, a child, a 
sibling, a good friend, or even a furry companion, and when it does….New Hope 
will be there to help.  As our mission is:  Hope, Healing, and New Beginnings to 
those grieving the death of a loved one. 

So thank you for your kind consideration of New Hope Center for Grief Support 
located in Downtown Northville, MI 

 


